Teen Age Republican 

Awards

Each year a committee of advisory board members and camp counselors selects a number of award winners, with one exception.   The recipient of the prestigious Alice Kundert Award, which is given to a non-TAR for extraordinary service, is selected by the TAR executive board.  

Please note that there are some gaps in our information.  Please email stateadvisor@sdtars.com if you have updated information for us.

Alice Kundert (for exceptional service)

1980 – Lela Thomas, Pierre

1981 – Not awarded

1982 – Cindy Ritter Moser

1983 – Not awarded

1984 – Michael J. Mehlhaff, Pierre

1985 – J. Gabriel Mydland

1986 – Laura Mehlhaff, Pierre

1987 – Alice Kundert, Pierre

1988 – Joel Rosenthal, Canton

1989 – Paul Inman, Pierre

1990 – Frank Brost, Pierre

1991 – Rhonda Larson, Pierre

1992 – Tony Ferguson, Imperial, MO

1993 – Vern Larson, Vivian

1994 – Reed Holwegner, McLaughlin

1995 – Lowell Hanson III, Sioux Falls

1996 – Nicole Hoines

1997 – Dusty Johnson, Pierre

1998, 1999, 2002 – Recipients unknown

2000 – Mary Jean Jensen, Lemmon

2001 – Elli Schwiesow, Rapid City

2003 – Shawn and Darci Winthers, Mitchell

2004 – Tom Muenster, Sioux Falls

2005 – Bonnie and Dave Omdahl, Sioux Falls

2006 – Randy Frederick, Hayti

2007 – Mike Mehlhaff, Jr., Pierre

2008 – Dana and Becky Randall, Aberdeen

2009 – Aaron Brownson, Custer

2010 – Samantha Walder, Hayti

2011 – Spencer Arne, Chicago, IL
Outstanding Female TAR

1987 – Mary Hendricks, Huron

1988 – Angie Vogler, Gettysburg

1989 – Wendy Glynn, Sisseton

1990 – Robyn Just, Sisseton

1991 – Gyda Sears, Rapid City and Erika Prahl, DeSmet

1992 – Kara Schott, McLaughlin

1993 – Stephanie Erickson, Aberdeen

1994 – Sally Herrin, Pierre

1995 – Jodi Frederick, Hayti

1996 – Jackie Barber, Onida

1997 – Abby Barber, Onida

1998 – 2002 – Recipients unknown

2003 – Irene Conley, Rapid City

2004 – Laura Compton, Rapid City
2005 – Katie Wagner, Aberdeen

2006 – Lizzy Drown, Bison

2007 – Rachel Olson, Huron

2008 – Amanda Randall, Aberdeen

2009 – Erin Schoenbeck, Watertown

2010 – Zoe Cope, Aberdeen

2011 – Meredith Powers, Brookings

Outstanding Male TAR

1987 – Rob Miller, Pierre

1988 – Aaron Chester, Kadoka

1989 – Jafar Karim, Pierre and Kurt Brost, Pierre

1990 – Reed Holwegner, McLaughlin

1991 – Todd Tucker, Custer

1992 – Brian Madigan, Pierre

1993 – Mark Brost, Pierre

1994 – Dusty Johnson, Pierre

1995 – Bryce Palmer, Pierre

1996 – Kevin Maxwell, Rapid City

1997 – 1998 – Recipients unknown

1999 – Seth Koch, Custer

2000 – Aaron Brownson, Custer

2001 – 2002 – Recipients unknown

2003 – Nehemiah Torberson, Mitchell

2004 – Andrew Winthers, Mitchell

2005 – David Mills, Rapid City
2006 – Nathan Nuttbrock, Arlington

2007 – Andre Zachariahs, Sioux Falls

2008 – Mathew Wollman, Madison

2009 – Mathew Wollman, Madison
2010 – Reid Rasmussen, Hurley

2011 – Andrew Jungers, Watertown

Outstanding TAR Club

1987 – Roberts County TARs

1988 – Spink County TARs

1989 – Spink County TARs

1990 – Spink County TARs

1991 – Corson County TARs

1992 – Hughes County TARs

1993 – Hughes County TARs

1994 – Not awarded 

1995 – Hughes County TARs

1996 – Not awarded

1997 – Hughes County TARs

1998 – 2002 – Recipients unknown

2003 – Pennington County

2004 – Davison County

2005 – Pennington County

2006 – Perkins County

2007 – Brown County

2008 – Beadle County

2009 – Brule County

2010 – Codington County
Vern Larson Award (exemplifies the TAR Camp spirit)

1993 – Darrin Dykstra, Pierre

1994 – Hugh Weber, Milbank

1995 – Neil Chaney, Rapid City

1996 – Thjor Erickson, Pierre

1997 – Spencer Page, DeSmet

1998 -- Nathaniel Torberson, Mitchell

1999 – 2005 – Recipients unknown

2003 – Gideon Oakes, Hermosa

2004 – Anthony Reimnitz, Mitchell

2005 -- Antonia Ferguson, Imperial, MO

2006 – Matt Ulmer, Hartford

2007 – Ian Sacrison, Bison

2008 – Erin Schoenbeck, Watertown

2009 – Monica Gutierrez, Watertown

2010 – Kaitlyn Randall, Aberdeen

2011 – Leslie Cope, Aberdeen
Jim Abdnor Award (outstanding first-year camper)

2004 – Amelia Rew, Mitchell

2005 – Jeff White, Fulton 

2006 – Grace Kessler, Mina 

2007 – Emily Knippling, Gann Valley

2008 – Samantha Jungers, Watertown

2009 – Jake Schoenbeck, Watertown

2010 – Austin Lentsch, Britton

2011 – Mitchell Witt, Custer

