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2009-2010  

TAR Officers 
 

Chair   Kaitlyn Randall, Aberdeen 
Vice-Chair   Zoe Cope, Aberdeen 
Secretary  Ozzie Snedecker, Deadwood 
Treasurer  Dan Jiao, Sioux Falls 
 

District One    Jordon Barthel, Lead  
   Kevin Wagner, Whitewood 

 

District Two   Leslie Cope, Aberdeen  
   Joanna Olsen, Huron 

 

District Three   Monica Gutierrez. Watertown 
   Jake Schoenbeck, Watertown 

 

District Four   Sarah Knust, Chamberlain 
   Ashley Wika, Pierre (now Castlewood) 

 

District Five   Reid Rasmussen, Hurley 
   Allen Saakyan, Sioux Falls    
 
 

2009-2010  

TAR Advisory Board 
 

State Advisor   
(Advisor to Chairman and District Representatives) 

Dusty Johnson 
dusty@sdtars.com, 605-280-5511 
 

Assistant State Advisor 
(TAR Days Director) 

Mike Mehlhaff, Jr. 
mike@sdtars.com, 605-988-4488 

 

Assistant State Advisor ς Administration   
(TARs in Action Director and Advisor to Secretary and Treasurer) 

Samantha Walder 
samantha@sdtars.com, 605-881-7381 

 
 

mailto:dusty@sdtars.com
mailto:mike@sdtars.com
mailto:samantha@sdtars.com
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2010 TAR Camp  

Counselors and Staff 
 
 
!ŀǊƻƴ ά!-¢Ǌŀƛƴέ Brownson ς Aaron is 29 and lives in Custer. He has worked for the South 
Dakota Department of Corrections at the State Treatment and Rehabilitation Center for the 
last 5 and a half years. He has been involved with TARs since 1994 and attended 7 TAR 
Camps and 4 TAR Days. He was the Outstanding Male TAR in 2000 and also served as TAR 
Secretary. He has been a counselor for 9 years (this will be his 10th), making this his 17th TAR 
Camp. 
 
Antonia Ferguson ς Antonia is from Imperial, MO.  She is going to be a senior at Washington 
University in St. Louis majoring in Systems Engineering and wishes to go to law school after 
she graduates.  This is her first year as counselor, but was a camper for 6 years. 
 
Tony Ferguson ς Tony is 48 years old.  He has worked for the Department of Defense in St. 
Louis, Mo for the past 25 years.  He graduated from the greatest Ivy League college in South 
Dakota (SDSU) in 1983.  He is married, and has 3 kids.  Tony has have been a counselor for 20 
TAR Camps, was a TAR from 1975-1979, attended 4 TAR Camps, 4 TAR Days, and 4 TLCs.  He 
was a TAR Dist. Rep. for 3 years.   
 

5ǳǎǘƛƴ άDustyέ Johnson ς Dusty is a former TAR and served as TAR Chairman in 1994. He 

and his wife Jacquelyn live in Mitchell where Jacquelyn is a financial advisor. They have two 

sons, Max (5) and Ben (2).  With significant help from TARs, Dusty was elected statewide in 

2004 to the South Dakota Public Utilities Commissioner.  His term ends in 2010 and he is 

running for reelection.   

 
Mike Mehlhaff Jr. ς Mike has been active in TARs since 1990.  He was the SD TAR chairman 
in 1995-96 and attended 6 TAR camps and 6 TAR Days.  Following a tour of duty with the US 
Army he returned to South Dakota and the TARs in 2003 and has been active in all aspects of 
TARs since that time.  Mike and his wife Terri are expecting their first child.  
 
Tiara Mueller ς Tiara is a former TAR and currently is the Chairwoman for the SD College 
Republicans as well as the SDSM&T Chair.  She will graduate next May from the School of 
Mines with a Bachelor's Degree in Industrial Engineering and Engineering Management, a 
minor in Occupational Safety and Health and a Six Sigma Greenbelt Certificate.  She loves 
singing, going fishing and hunting, and she loves to be in the kitchen cooking, and of course 
being involved with the Republican Party! 
 
Bonnie Omdahl ς Bonnie was born Bonnie Brady more than 50 years ago in Deadwood, SD.  
She has attended SDSU, USD and BHSU.  An undergraduate history major with a JD she now 
is a practicing Radiologist in Grand Forks, ND.  She and Dave have a son, Eric,  who is 
interning for the Heritage Foundation, a daughter, Alexis Tracy, who is an attorney, a son-in-
law,Gerry Tracy,  who runs SESDAC in Vermillion, SD and two amazing grandchildren, 
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Timothy and Kaitlin who are future TARS!  The TARs can all call me Grandma- or Bama (Short 
for Grandma Bonnie). 
 
Dave Omdahl ς Dave grew up on a ranch north of Philip South Dakota, graduated from the 
South Dakota School of Mines with a BS in Civil Engineering.  He is licensed as a Civil Engineer 
in five states, and has been licensed as an instrument rated pilot.  As an engineer, he has 
worked in both South Dakota and Texas in the private and public sectors managing 
highways, bridges, airports, water and sewer systems projects.  He attended his first TAR 
camp in 1973, attended the National TAR Leadership Camp in West Virginia in 1973 and 
1974, and I was selected as the Outstanding Male TAR in 1974.  He has worked for several 
Republican candidates in South Dakota, is married to Dr. Bonnie Omdahl, and has been 
blessed with two good looking and intelligent kids, Alexis and Eric.   
 
Amanda Randall ς Amanda is currently a junior nursing student at Presentation College in 
Aberdeen, SD. She was a TAR and attended five TAR Camps. She was TAR Chair her senior 
year of high school and the current TAR Chair, Kaitlyn, is her sister.  
 
Carissa VanderLey ς Carissa grew up in small town Marion, SD.  After high school 
graduation, she attended NSU & graduated from USD with a History education major.  
Currently she is a high school social studies teacher at Chamberlain High School and 
completing her masters in Technology in Education & Teaching.  She is the advisor of the 
Chamberlain TAR Club, was a counselor at the Mock Teen Legislature and is excited to be a 
first-time TAR Camp counselor.  Carissa is married to Brent, who is a state trapper with the 
SD GF&P and they have two daughters, Allison (13) and Grace (3) and expecting another 
baby in January.  
 
Samantha Walder ς Samantha Walder is proud to be from Hayti, SD where she now lives 
with her husband Tom, daughter Leah and Springer Spaniel, Otis. Samantha received her 
undergraduate from SDSU and will graduate from SDSU again in May with her Master's in 
Education. She teaches high school English and Media courses at Deuel High School in Clear 
Lake, SD and enjoys traveling, golfing, snowmobiling, hunting and running in her spare time.. 
 

.

 
 

 
 

 



 5 
www.sdtars.com 

 

      TAR Leadership Camp 

   Camp Rules 
 

 

 
 

1. Respect others, respect property, respect yourself. 

2. Attendance at all session is required (breakfast is 

optional).  When the large bell is rung, you need to 

hustle to the next session. 

3. Respect our speakers this week.  Be on time, listen, 

and ask questions.  No speaker session can end until at 

least three questions have been asked. 

4. Wear your nametags all week. 

5. Keep camp clean. 

6. No one can get out of bed in the morning before 6:30 

am. 

7. bƻ ƎƛǊƭǎ ƛƴ ƎǳȅǎΩ Ŏŀōƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ Ǝǳȅǎ ƛƴ ƎƛǊƭǎΩ cabins. 

8. Use appropriate language. 

9. If you are sick or injured, or if something is bothering you, tell your 

counselor.   

10. Cabin meetings will be held each night.  After the meeting, the lights in the 

cabin will be turned off.  30 minutes aŦǘŜǊ άŀƭƭ ƛƴέ ƛǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǉǳƛet in the 

cabin. 

11. When your cabin has kitchen duty, show up 15 minutes before the meal 

starts. 

12. You may not go to your car without permission.   

13. You may not hike the mountain without a counselor. 

14. Drugs, alcohol, and tobacco will not be tolerated. 

The phone number for Dusty Johnson is 605-280-5511. 
The phone number for Camp Rimrock is 605-343-7539.
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2010 Teen Leadership Camp  

SCHEDULE 
 
 

Monday, July 19 
 
4:00 pm Registration and check-in 
 
6:15 pm Cook-Out       

Sponsored by State Attorney General Marty Jackley  
      
6:45 pm TAR Camp Welcome       

¶ Dusty Johnson, State TAR Advisor  

¶ Kaitlyn Randall, TAR Chair  

¶ Kristy Gropel, Camp Rimrock Director    
 
7:30 pm Ice Breakers        
 
8:00 pm Camp Relays       
 
9:00 pm Campfire          
  Executive Board meeting    
 
10:30 pm Cabin Meetings - then lights out 
 
11:30 pm All In  
 
 

 
 

ñGovernment's view of the economy 

could be summed up in a few short 

phrases:  If it moves, tax it. If it keeps 

moving, regulate it. And if it stops 

moving, subsidize it.ò 

- Ronald Reagan, August 15, 1986 
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Tuesday, July 20 
 
8:00 am Optional Breakfast (cabin 1)      
 
8:45 am Flag Raising        
 
9:00 am Officer Duties and Reports       
 
9:15 am YǊƛǎǘƛ bƻŜƳΣ {ƻǳǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀΩs Next U.S. Congresswoman  
 
10:00 am Paul Erickson, Conservative Activist 
 
10:30 am Break 
 
11:00 am Officer Duties and Reports, continued     
 
11:15 am Vern Larson, TAR Legend and State Treasurer 
 
Noon  Lunch (cabin 2)     

Petitions available from Secretary 
 
1:00 pm Lucas Lentsch, South Dakota GOP Executive Director 
 
1:30 pm Explanation of Campaign Ads 
 
2:00 pm Campaign Ads     
 
3:30 pm Free time and optional activities (Games, Volleyball Tournament) 

 
4:30 pm Prepare to depart for Rapid City 
 
5:00 pm  Dinner at Canyon Lake Park (cabin 7) 

Sponsored by Pennington County Republicans 
 
5:30 pm Literature drop for Republican candidates 

Meet back at Canyon Lake Park at 8 pm 
 
8:00 pm Depart for Camp 
 
10:30 pm Cabin Meetings - then lights out 
       
11:30 pm All In  
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Wednesday, July 21 
 
8:00 am Optional Breakfast (cabin 3)   
 
8:45 am Flag Raising 
 
9:00 am TAR U: Old Glory 
 
9:30 am CONVENTION ς SESSION ONE     
 
10:15 am άPresidential Keynote:  Ronald Reaganέ 

Rich Sattgast, State Auditor and candidate for State Treasurer 
 
10:45 am Break  
 
11:15 am Depart for Waterslides  
 
Noon  Lunch at Waterslides (cabin 5)   

Sponsored by Lt. Governor Dennis Daugaard, candidate for Governor  

¶ Wear sunscreen 

¶ Depart at 5 pm ς have your Camp t-shirt on 
 
5:00 pm Depart for picnic 

 
5:30 pm Picnic at Pactola Reservoir (cabin 6) 

Sponsored by former TAR Camp Director Tom Muenster  
 
6:45 pm Depart for Mt. Rushmore       
 
7:30 pm Arrive at Mt. Rushmore  
  Trip sponsored by Dave and Bonnie Omdahl 

¶ Taking photos right away 

¶ Meet at bus immediately after 
ceremony 

¶ Behave yourselves 
 
9:30 pm Lighting Ceremony 
 
10:00 pm Depart for Camp 
  
11:00 pm Cabin Meeting - then lights out 
    
11:45 pm All In  
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Thursday, July 22 
 
8:00 am Optional Breakfast (cabin 7)      
 
8:45 am Flag Raising 
 
9:00 am Petitions must be filed with Secretary 

CONVENTION ς SESSION TWO      
 
9:45 am TAR U:  Conservative Values, part one  
 
10:15 am   Senator Jason Gant, Candidate for Secretary of State 
 
10:45 am Break     
 
11:15 am Steve Barnett, Candidate for State Auditor 
 
Noon Lunch (cabin 4)        
  
1:00 pm U.S. Senator John Thune 
 
1:30 pm Thank-you notes 
 
2:00 pm CONVENTION ς SESSION THREE     
 
2:45 pm Cynthia Matson, President of SD Federation of Republican Woman   
  
3:15 pm Free time and optional activities (Hike to Cross, Games) 
 
5:30 pm Dinner (cabin 5)        
    
6:15 pm TAR Stars (talent contest)       
 
7:45 pm Karaoke  
  Sponsored by State Auditor Rich Sattgast  
            
10:45 pm Cabin Meeting - then lights out 
 
11:30 pm All In  
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Friday, July 23 
 
8:00 am Optional Breakfast (cabin 3)      
 
8:45 am Flag Raising 
 
9:00 am TAR U:  Leadership 
 
9:30am Debut Campaign Commercials       
 
10:00am Attorney General Marty Jackley  
 
10:30 am Free time and optional activities (Games, Softball) 

Resolutions committee meets      
 
Noon  Lunch (cabin 6) 

Award applications due 
  
1:00 pm Lt. Governor Dennis Daugaard, Candidate for Governor 
 
1:30 pm CONVENTION ς SESSION FOUR    
    
3:00 pm Dana Randall, GOP National Committeeman 
 
3:30 pm Executive Board Meeting      

Banquet decoration 
  Free time 
 
 
 

 
"In America, our origins matter less than 
our destination, and that is what 
democracy is all about." 

President Ronald Reagan 
- August 17, 1992 
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Friday, July 23 (continued) 
 
5:45 pm Depart for Rapid City Radisson    

Campaign materials must be down 
 
6:00 pm Photos 

Reception         
Assigned KP Reports 

 
7:00 pm  50th Anniversary Celebration and Awards Banquet 
  Keynote Address by Lt. Governor Dennis Daugaard, Candidate for Governor 
 
9:15 pm Cabin Meetings 
   
9:30 pm Week-End Celebration  

Dance sponsored by Paul Erickson 
Pizza sponsored by Jason Gant, candidate for Secretary of State  

 
12:15 am Dance ends 
 
12:45 am All In 
 
 

 
 

 

 

MŢƇ żƆ ƁƂƇ ƀƌ żƁƇŸƁƇżƂƁ ƇƂ ŷƂ ŴƊŴƌ ƊżƇŻ źƂƉŸƅƁƀŸƁƇ. 
It is rather to make it work -- work with us, not over 
us; stand by our side, not ride on our back. 
Government can and must provide opportunity, not 
ƆƀƂƇŻŸƅ żƇ; ŹƂƆƇŸƅ ƃƅƂŷƈŶƇżƉżƇƌ, ƁƂƇ ƆƇżŹſŸ żƇ.N 

-President Ronald 



 

12 
www.sdtars.com 

 

Saturday, July 24 
 
8:00 am All-Camp Breakfast (cabin 1)  
  Closing Remarks and Evaluations     
 
8:45 am Clean camp 
 
9:45 am Load bus 
 
10:00 am Depart camp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

"...peace is the highest aspiration of the 
American People. We will 
negotiate for it, sacrifice for it, we will 
never surrender for it, now or ever." 

President Ronald Reagan 
- January 20, 1981
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TAR Campaign Ads 

Dennis Daugaard and Kristi Noem 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Lights.  Camera.  Action! 
Dennis and Kristi need our help!  Help these fantastic Republican candidates win their 
races by designing and shooting 30-60 second campaign commercials. 
 
Steps 

1. Pick a director in charge of your commercial.  Read through the information on 

both candidates.  Pick one candidate to focus on. 

2. Brainstorm ideas.  Spend the first ten minutes just throwing out ideas.  It may 

help to ask yourself these questions: 

Á What value or idea do you want to convey to your audience?  Thirty 

seconds is not very much time. 

Á What is the best way to convey that message? Should you be serious or 

funny, bold or subtle? 

3. Talk through the ideas, eventually selecting the best one. 

4. Walk through exactly what you will need to make this commercial happen.  

Who will say what and when?  What props will you need? 

5. Run through your commercial several times.   

6. Once you have perfected your rehearsals, call Tony to come videotape your 

commercial. 

 
Good luck! 
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DENNIS DAUGAARD (Candidate for Governor) 
Lt. Gov. Daugaard was raised on a family farm near Garretson, South Dakota, where he attended a 
one-room country school and graduated from Dell Rapids High School in 1971.  He received a B.S. 
from the University of South Dakota in Political Science and a Juris Doctor from Northwestern 
University School of Law in Chicago, Illinois.  

The Lt. Governor and his wife, Linda, have been married since 1981 and have two daughters and one 
son.  After practicing law for a short time in Illinois, Daugaard returned to South Dakota. In 1981, 
Daugaard joined the National Bank of South Dakota, in trust banking, and served in later years as 
Vice President in charge of trust administration for eastern South Dakota. Daugaard left the bank to 
accept the Development Director position at Children's Home Foundation and worked for 12 years in 
this position, where he built annual funds from $38,000 to $650,000 and successfully raised and 
doubled a $3.5 million endowment challenge.   

Currently, he serves as executive director of the ChildreƴΩǎ IƻƳŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀΦ  In this 
ǊƻƭŜΣ ƘŜΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ƛƻǳȄ Cŀƭƭǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴϥǎ IƻƳŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊΣ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŀǇȅ 
to 66 young children, ages four to 13 years old. Most are victims of abuse and neglect.  Daugaard is 
also responsible for the Black Hills Children's Home, which serves 52 children at a site near Rapid 
City. The Children's Home Society also provides emergency shelter to abused and neglected children 
at two sites: the Children's Inn in Sioux Falls and Messengers Emergency Foster Home in Rapid City.  
The Children's Inn site also provides shelter to battered women.  Last year, over 1,000 women and 
children were served at the Children's Inn.   

Daugaard became involved with politics in 1996 when he was elected to the South Dakota State  
Senate.   He was re-elected in both 1998 and 2000. 5ŀǳƎŀŀǊŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ п ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴŀǘŜ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇǇŜŘ 
with Governor Rounds' last 4 years, and the two became friends.  In the summer of 2002, Daugaard 
was nominated as the Republican candidate for Lt. Governor and, in November, he and Rounds were 
elected to a 4-year term.  

 

Values 

When South Dakotans choose their elected leaders, they look for a candidate who 
shares their values.  Voters want to know that they can trust their elected 
representatives to act as they would themselves act in similar circumstances. 
 
Hard Work 
I believe in the value of hard work. Growing up on the family farm, hard work was 
a daily chore - a way of life. Every morning, I woke up at 5:00 a.m. to help dad milk 
the cows before school, and I was back at it again in the evening. When a cow 
ōǊƻƪŜ 5ŀŘΩǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊΣ Ƴȅ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ L ƳƛƭƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǿǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƘƛƳΦ Lƴ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ 
we all worked. Everyone in the family pitched in to help with chores ς whether it 
was feeding and watering the chickens, collecting and washing the eggs, shoveling 
silage for the cattle, or bottle-feeding the calves ς we all helped. We all picked 
apples and worked together to make them into applesauce. We grew acres of 
cucumbers, hoed by hand, to sell to the Gedney pickle company. From hauling corn during harvest, 
to fixing fence, to maintaining the buildings, we all knew hard work. 
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Personal Responsibility 
My parents also taught me about personal responsibility. When I was in high school, our farm went 
under, and we were forced to auction the livestock and equipment. My dad was able to hold on to 
the home quarter by taking a job as a janitor, driving fifty miles round trip from the farm to town and 
back every day. He worked just as hard as a janitor as he did at everything else he did. I learned from 
Ƴȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΣ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ 
whatever it takes, to make your own way.  The only shame is failing to give every undertaking your 
all. 
 
I remember, during tough times, my mother being concerned about feeding the family, and Dad 
refusing to rely on charity or government support. He knew he was capable of working, and he 
believed that, since he was capable, he should make his own way. 
 
After I graduated from high school, I wanted to go to college, but I knew that my parents were not 
able to help. I found summer jobs and odd jobs during the year. I worked hard to pay for my 
education. After I graduated from USD, I went to Chicago and worked my way through law school. I 
learned from these experiences that the key to success is hard work, persistence, and determination. 
 
Limited Government 
A few years ago, Linda and I stayed at the State Game Lodge in Custer. In the 1920s, the Game Lodge 
ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά{ǳƳƳŜǊ ²ƘƛǘŜ IƻǳǎŜέ ŦƻǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ /ŀƭǾƛƴ /ƻƻƭƛŘƎŜΦ L Ǌŀƴ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ 
President Coolidge that I believe captures South Dakota values: 
 
άbƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎŜǾŜǊŀƴŎŜΦ ¢ŀƭŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ς nothing is more common 
than unsuccessful men with talent.  Genius will not ς unrewarded genius is almost a proverb. 
Education will not ς the world is full of educated derelicts.  Persistence and determination alone are 
ƻƳƴƛǇƻǘŜƴǘΦέ 
 
Hard work, persistence, and personal responsibility are not new ideas. They came to South Dakota 
with the pioneers. I learned these values from my family, 
just as so many South Dakotans learned from theirs. That 
is why I am committed to small and limited government. I 
believe our state is at its best when every person works 
hard and is responsible for his own actions. Too often, 
government officials see a problem and try to solve it 
with a new program or a new piece of legislation. Most of 
the time, the best law is the law that is not passed. South 
Dakota needs to keep our government small, efficient, 
and limited to the areas where private citizens cannot act alone. 
 
Neighbor Helping Neighbor 
hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 
people who need help. CƻǊ ŜƛƎƘǘŜŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ L ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻƳŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ŀ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
helps children with emotional and behavioral problems. Some of these children come from good 
families, but most are victims of severe abuse and neglect. In their families, no one loved them, 
encouraged them, or cared for them.  I believe that every child, wanted or unwanted, is important 
and valuable, and our society cannot deprive any child of the chance for a happy and productive life.  
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These children cannot help themselves, and we must help them. That is one role of government ς to 
help those who cannot help themselves. Still, it is important to remember that those who can help 
themselves should do so. The worst thing we can do for able-bodied South Dakotans is to expect 
nothing from them. Everyone deserves to experience the satisfaction and sense of self-worth borne 
of self-achievement. 
 

On the Issues 
South Dakota faces important decisions over the next four years, and we 
need a governor who is prepared to meet those challenges head-on.  Over 
the next several months, I will be announcing my plans and proposals to 
address these challenges and move South Dakota forward.  On this page, 
you can read about my views on many of these issues:  
 
Jobs and Economic Development 
The worldwide recession has affected every one of us, and South Dakota 
currently faces a challenging budget situation. The key to resolving the 
budget situation, and to ending the recession in South Dakota, is to jump-
start economic development and bring more jobs into our state. Ronald 
wŜŀƎŀƴ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǇŜƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ς you grow 
your way out. As Governor, that is what I intend to do.  

 
Energy 
¢ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ-ǘŜǊƳ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ άŎŀǇ-and-ǘǊŀŘŜέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ would put 
ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƴŜǿ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƻƴ {ƻǳǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀƴΣ 
renewable energy ς ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ {ƻǳǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀΦ LǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ 
ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ {ƻǳǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ 
clean, low-cost, renewable energy for decades ς from our four Missouri River dams. Our state must 
do everything we can to advance the development of renewable energy sources like wind and 
ethanol.  

 
Healthcare 
TƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƻǊƳ ƘŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜΦ IŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǎŎŀƭŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻ 
Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǘŀƪŜƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ 
healthcare is not the answer. We need a healthcare system that allows you to get the treatment you 
need, when you need it ς without interference from government bureaucrats.  
 
K-12 Education 
Education is the bedrock of economic development and the key to expanding opportunity in South 
Dakota. We must ensure that every student is prepared to enter the workforce, or successfully 
attend a technical institute or university. Our young people should have the skills to be productive 
citizens and to take advantage of the economic opportunities of our state.  
 
State Budget and Taxes 
A recession is not the time to raise taxes. I will not raise taxes as governor. I will not support any new 
taxes or any increases in existing taxes. I would only consider a tax increase in response to an 
emergency, such as the temporary gas tax increase to pay for snow removal after the blizzards of 
1997.  
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KRISTI NOEM (Candidate for U.S. House) 
Kristi Noem, Republican, was elected to the District 6 House of Representatives in the fall of 2006. 
Kristi currently serves as the Assistant Majority Leader in the House of Representatives, to which she 
was elected at the beginning of her second term in 2008. 

Kristi, 38, lives with her husband, Bryon, and three 
children, Kassidy, Kennedy, and Booker, on a ranch near 
Castlewood, where the family raises Angus cattle and also 
shows Quarter Horses. Kristi actively farmed with her 
family for 17 years, owned and operated a hunting 
operation, and helped manage the family restaurant. 

Representative Noem graduated from Hamlin High School 
in 1990 and has lived in the area her entire life. Kristi 
began her college education at Northern State, later 
transferring to SDSU and taking classes at Mount Marty in Watertown as well. The unexpected death 
of her father required Kristi to return to the family ranch full time. In recent years, Kristi has 
continued to pursue her degree in Political Science by taking classes at SDSU. 

Kristi has served on various boards and committees, including the South Dakota State Farm Service 
Agency State Committee, Watertown High School Rodeo Committee, Derby Downs Improvement 
Project Committee, Commission for Agriculture in the 21st Century, and the Commission for Limited 
Resource Producers in Washington, DC. Noem has also served on the South Dakota Soybean 
Association board for 4 years and one as its treasurer. 

Awards she has received include 1997 South Dakota Outstanding Young Farmer and 2003 Young 
Leader award for the state of South Dakota. Noem has spoken at numerous events through the 
Midwest on various topics including, agriculture, family relations, women in agriculture, and farm 
safety. Noem has been a 4-I ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ мн ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ IŀƳƭƛƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ п-H Leaders 
Association President. She enjoys hunting, and raising cattle and horses. 

 
Vision for Congress 
LΩƳ YǊƛǎǘƛ bƻŜƳ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ running for the U.S. House of Representatives. I 
know that the people of South Dakota are best served when their 
representative has the same goals, experiences, and work ethic as they 
do. In Washington, D.C., things have changed and politics have become a 
ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƘƻ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǎŜǊǾŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 
intent of our founding fathers. When the union was formed, people 
stepped out from amongst the masses and volunteered to carry the yoke 
of speaking for the people. That is public service. 

wǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ƎƻŀƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 
view it as a career. I was born and raised in South Dakota and have spent 
my entire life here farming and ranching. My husband and I have chosen to raise our children in the 
samŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ōƻǘƘ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ 5Φ/Φ ƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜΦ L ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ 
ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ōŜ {ƻǳǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀΩǎ ƭƻƴŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ IƻǳǎŜΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
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speaks for the people of South Dakota and is not focused on currying favor with Nancy Pelosi and the 
Obama administration.  

People in South Dakota live and breathe values such as fiscal responsibility, carefully spending less 
than we make, and wisely giving our children a future and not a burden of debt to live under because 
we could not discipline ourselves in tough economic times. Our freedoms and rights are important to 
us. We protect them because we value them. The federal government should not infringe upon these 
rights and jeopardize our ability to provide for our families by adding excessive regulation and higher 
ǘŀȄŜǎΦ aƻǊŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴƎŜƴǳƛǘȅΣ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΣ 
and creativity of our people will give us the solutions we seek if we will look to them for guidance and 
give them the freedom to pursue their dreams. 

My experiences as a wife, mother, farmer, rancher, small business owner, and South Dakotan have 
taught me fundamental truths that will ensure I will remain steadfast in my resolve to do the 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ {ƻǳǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ ƛƴ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƻǳǊ 
voice was heard. 

 

Issues 
{ƻǳǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀΩǎ ±ŀƭǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ tǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƻƴŜǎ YǊƛǎǘƛ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƻ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΦ 
"America was built by people who longed for freedom, believed in individual responsibility and knew 
that government should serve the people - not the other way around. It is still true today, that the 
best government is the government that governs least." - Kristi Noem 
 
Taxes and Spending 
Too many politicians in Washington, DC believe that expanding government is the solution to every 
problem.  The result we are faced with today is that the federal government has become large, 
intrusive and inefficient.  This excessive growth is a direct threat to our liberty and to our values of 
individual responsibility and free enterprise.  If elected to Congress, I will fight to protect our 
freedom and turn back the reach of government that is expanding deeper into our lives.  
 
Healthcare 
Putting the federal government between patients and their doctor is not the answer.  If elected to 
Congress, I will support efforts to fully repeal the health care bill.  If full repeal is not possible right 
away, then we must pursue other options to diminish its effect.  
 
Second Amendment 
¢ƘŜ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƪŜep and bear arms.  I am strong supporter of 
the Second Amendment.  Hunting is a large part of our family heritage and I enjoy hunting with 
friends and family. My family also runs a hunting operation, so I know firsthand the economic 
importance hunting has in our state.  
 
Protecting Life 
I am, and always have been, pro life.  From the miracle of conception to a dignified death, life is 
precious and should be protected.  The federal government has no business forcing taxpayers to pay 
for abortions.  If elected to Congress, I will maintain a 100% pro-life voting record.  
 
National Security 

http://www.kristiforcongress.com/issues/taxes-and-spending
http://www.kristiforcongress.com/issues/healthcare
http://www.kristiforcongress.com/issues/second-amendment
http://www.kristiforcongress.com/issues/protecting-life
http://www.kristiforcongress.com/issues/national-security
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Defending our nation is the most basic and important role the federal government will ever have. In 
recent years we have asked much of our military men and women.  They have performed 
courageously and selflessly with each request.  We must ensure that our armed forces have clear, 
definable missions and then follow that up with the resources, equipment and support they need to 
make sure the job gets done.  
 
Immigration 
9ȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ bŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ of immigrants.  I am proud of my German and 
Norwegian forbearers.  Our nation welcomes law abiding, hard working people to share in our 
freedom and opportunity. But porous borders and unchecked illegal immigration are threats to 
citizens and legal immigrants alike.  

 
Creating Jobs 
Individual initiative and free enterprise will bring our economy back.  Higher taxes and more 
regulations will slow down the recovery.  The needless pork projects and the bailouts that the 
politicians tell us create jobs really just divert money from private sector job creators into 
government programs ς with all the waste that comes with them.  

 
Improving Education 
Education is best managed at the state and local level with the cooperation of parents, teachers and 
local elected officials. I will support efforts to protect local control and minimize intrusion from the 
federal government.  

 
Native American Issues 
The nine Dakota, Lakota, and Nakota Tribes in South Dakota face numerous challenges, but as I visit 
with Native American leaders I also sense their hope and optimism for the future. I am committed to 
ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ {ƻǳǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀΩǎ ǘǊƛōŜǎ ǘŀŎƪƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘ ǳǎΦ  

 
Honoring Our Veterans 
South Dakota has a history of military service that is among the highest in the nation.  I am thankful 
for the many veterans our state has produced, including the numerous Native American vets, and for 
the sacrifices they have made to keep our nation free and secure.  
 

 

http://www.kristiforcongress.com/issues/immigration
http://www.kristiforcongress.com/issues/creating-jobs
http://www.kristiforcongress.com/issues/improving-education
http://www.kristiforcongress.com/issues/native-american-issues
http://www.kristiforcongress.com/issues/honoring-our-veterans
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South Dakota Teen Age Republicans 
CONVENTION RULES 

 
 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ¢ŜŜƴ !ƎŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ /ŀƳǇ ǎhall serve as the site of the 50th Annual State 
TAR Convention.  The following rules of conduct for the convention shall be in effect: 
 
Convention Basics 

1. The Chairman of the Organization shall preside over the Convention.  The TAR 
Secretary, assisted by a three-member election committee appointed by the 
Chairman, shall assist the Secretary in tallying votes.  No Convention official 
shall be a candidate for office.  If the Chairman and/or the Secretary are 
candidates for office, the non-candidate members of the Executive Board and 
the Convention Parliamentarian shall appoint the necessary officials. 

2. The chairman may require that any motion by submitted in writing before it 
will be considered. 

3. In debate on any subject speakers shall be limited to three minutes, and any 
debate shall be limited to nine minutes per side.   

4. wƻōŜǊǘΩǎ wǳƭŜǎ ƻŦ hǊŘŜǊΣ bŜǿƭȅ wŜǾƛǎŜŘΣ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Convention except as they may be modified by these rules and the State TAR 
Constitution.  

5. These rules may be suspended by a two-thirds vote of the convention 
delegates.  
 

Convention Process 
1. Upon opening of the Convention on Wednesday, July 21, 2010, the Secretary 

shall call the roll of the counties to determine which counties are represented, 
and how many votes each county will cast. 

2. Nominations for elective office shall be made from the floor upon a call of the 
roll of the counties at the second session of the Convention on Thursday July 
22, 2010. 

3. Nominating speeches should not be longer than five minutes in length.  
Speakers will come to the front of the Convention hall. 

4. Seconding speeches should be no longer that a few sentences and will be 
made from the floor. 

5. Nominees will have the opportunity to make a five-minute acceptance speech 
immediately following their nomination. 
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6. ! άaŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎέ ŦƻǊǳƳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Convention on Thursday, July 22, 2010.  Candidates may give speeches no 
longer than five minutes.  After all candidates for an office have spoken, they 
ǿƛƭƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŀ άvϧ!έ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜōŀǘŜΣ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ 
chair. 

7. Elections will be held in accordance with these rules and the State TAR 
Constitution during the final session of the Convention on Friday, July 23, 
2010. 

 
Running for Office 

1. Any qualified member of the SDTARs may run for an office in the Organization. 
2. All candidates for the offices of Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, and 

Treasurer must fill out a petition for that office.  Petitions will be available 
from the Convention Secretary after noon on Tuesday, July 20, 2010.  Petitions 
may be circulated by the candidate or their designee, and must be signed by 
ten campers or one-eight of the SDTARs present and eligible to vote at 
convention (rounded to the nearest whole number), whichever is fewer.  Any 
South Dakota camper may sign nominating petitions, but may not sign more 
than one for each office. 

3. Petitions must be filed with the Secretary prior to the opening of the second 
session of the Convention.  The Secretary shall then certify the eligibility of 
each candidate. 

4. No campaign materials shall be posted before 12:30PM on Tuesday, July 20, 
2010, and all campaign materials shall be removed by 5:15PM on Friday, July 
23, 2010. 

 
Statewide Voting 

1. Each SDTAR registered for and in attendance at the 2010 TAR camp will be 
eligible to cast a vote at the convention. 

2. TAR clubs that have been chartered by the State TAR Federation and are in 
good standing shall receive two additional votes, to be cast in a manner 
determined by that delegation. TAR clubs that have been chartered in the last 
ȅŜŀǊΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǾƻǘŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ άŎƭǳō ǾƻǘŜǎέ Ƴŀȅ 
only be used in elections of statewide officers, and not for election of district 
representatives or in procedural matters. 

3. A candidate must receive a majority of votes cast to be elected.  If for any 
office, no candidate receives a majority of the votes cast on the first or second 
ballot, successive ballots shall be limited as follows:  Prior to the third ballot, 
the candidate receiving the fewest votes shall be removed from the ballot.  If 
succeeding ballots are necessary, the candidate receiving the fewest votes 
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shall be dropped each time until only two candidates remain for the final 
ballot. 

 
Election of District Representatives 

1. The delegates from each respective district shall select two district 
representatives, at district caucuses following the election of statewide 
officers.  

2. Caucus elections may be run in whatever manner deemed appropriate by the 
delegates of that district.  The chairman of the largest county delegation shall 
serve as chair of the district caucuses.  
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South Dakota Teen Age Republicans 

CONVENTION SCHEDULE 
 
 
 

 
First Session    Wednesday (45 minutes) 

1. Explanation of convention process 
2. Opening of convention 
3. Approval of convention rules 
4. Roll call of counties and vote count  
5. Recess 

 
Second Session   Thursday (60 minutes) 

1. Appointment of resolutions and election committees 
2. Nomination of candidates 
3. Acceptance speeches 
4. Recess 

 
Third Session   Thursday (60 minutes) 

1. Candidate Statements 
2. Forums and Debate 
3. Recess 

 
Fourth Session   Friday (90 minutes) 

1. Vote for statewide officers 
2. District meetings and election of representatives 
3. Reconvene to report results 
4. Installation of Officers 
5. Resolutions 
6. Adjournment 
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Parliamentary Procedure Basics 
 

1.  Speaking 
¶ Must be recognized by presiding officer first 

¶ Each member may speak on the subject before any member speaks twice 

¶ Three minutes, although more may be yielded by another member 

¶ Loud and clear! 

2.  Questions 
¶ Must ask question courteously through presiding officer  

¶ The presiding officer will ask if the member if he/she wishes to answer 

¶ That member does not have to answer the question 

3.  Amendments 
¶ Amendment must be germane (dealing with subject matter) 

¶ άIƻƎƘƻǳǎŜέ όŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ōƛƭƭύ 

¶ !ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ Ƴŀȅ Ǝƻ άǘǿƻ ŘŜŜǇέ 

4.  Voting 
¶ Regularly by voice vote 

¶ When the vote is close, or when more or less than a majority is required, legislators can 
vote by rising (standing up) 

¶ When requested and supported by 1/6 of the body, legislators vote with a roll call.  This 
is also used for final disposition of a bill. 

 
 

Rules of Order Chart 
The motions below are listed in order of precedence.   

A motion can be introduced if it is higher on the chart than the pending motion.  

YOU WANT: YOU SAY: Interrupt Second Debate Amend Vote 

Close meeting I move to adjourn No Yes No No Majority 

Take break I move to recess for ... No Yes No Yes Majority 

Register complaint I rise to a question of privilege Yes No No No None 

Make follow agenda I call for the orders of the day Yes No No No None 

Lay aside temporarily 
I move to lay the question on 
the table 

No Yes No No Majority 

Close debate I move the previous question No Yes No No 2/3 

Limit or extend 
debate 

I move that debate be limited 
to ... 

No Yes No Yes 2/3 

Postpone to a certain 
time 

I move to postpone the motion 
to ... 

No Yes Yes Yes Majority 
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Refer to committee I move to refer the motion to ... No Yes Yes Yes Majority 

Modify wording of 
motion 

I move to amend the motion by 
... 

No Yes Yes Yes Majority 

Kill main motion 
I move that the motion be 
postponed indefinitely 

No Yes Yes No Majority 

Bring business before 
assembly (a main 
motion) 

I move that [or "to"] ... No Yes Yes Yes Majority 

 

 
Incidental Motions - no order of precedence. Arise incidentally and are decided immediately.  

YOU WANT: YOU SAY: Interrupt Second Debate Amend Vote 

Enforce rules Point of Order Yes No No No None 

Submit matter to 
assembly 

I appeal from the decision of 
the chair 

Yes Yes Varies No Majority 

Suspend rules I move to suspend the rules No Yes No No 2/3 

Avoid main motion 
altogether 

I object to the consideration 
of the question 

Yes No No No 2/3 

Divide motion I move to divide the question No Yes No Yes Majority 

Demand a rising vote Division Yes No No No None 

Parliamentary 
law question 

Parliamentary inquiry Yes No No No None 

Request for 
information 

Point of information Yes No No No None 

 

 
Motions That Bring a Question Again Before the Assembly -  

no order of precedence. Introduce only when nothing else is pending.  

YOU WANT: YOU SAY: Interrupt Second Debate Amend Vote 

Take matter from 
table 

I move to take from the table ... No Yes No No Majority 

Cancel previous 
action 

I move to rescind ... No Yes Yes Yes 

2/3 or 
Majority 

with 
notice 

Reconsider motion I move to reconsider ... No Yes Varies No Majority 
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Biography of Ronald Reagan 
Fortieth President of the United States of America 

 

At the end of his two terms in office, Ronald Reagan viewed 
with satisfaction the achievements of his innovative program 
known as the Reagan Revolution, which aimed to 
reinvigorate the American people and reduce their reliance 
upon Government. He felt he had fulfilled his campaign 
pledge of 1980 to restore "the great, confident roar of 
American progress and growth and optimism." 

On February 6, 1911, Ronald Wilson Reagan was born to 
Nelle and John Reagan in Tam pico, Illinois. He attended high 
school in nearby Dixon and then worked his way through 
Eureka College. There, he studied economics and sociology, 
played on the football team, and acted in school plays. Upon 
graduation, he became a radio sports announcer. A screen 
test in 1937 won him a contract in Hollywood. During the 
next two decades he appeared in 53 films. 

From his first marriage to actress Jane Wyman, he had two children, Maureen and Michael. 
Maureen passed away in 2001. In 1952 he married Nancy Davis, who was also an actress, and 
they had two children, Patricia Ann and Ronald Prescott. 

As president of the Screen Actors Guild, Reagan became embroiled in disputes over the issue of 
Communism in the film industry; his political views shifted from liberal to conservative. He toured 
the country as a television host, becoming a spokesman for conservatism. In 1966 he was elected 
Governor of California by a margin of a million votes; he was re-elected in 1970. 

Ronald Reagan won the Republican Presidential nomination in 1980 and chose as his running 
mate former Texas Congressman and United Nations Ambassador George Bush. Voters troubled 
by inflation and by the year-long confinement of Americans in Iran swept the Republican ticket 
into office. Reagan won 489 electoral votes to 49 for President Jimmy Carter. 

On January 20, 1981, Reagan took office. Only 69 days later he was shot by a would-be assassin, 
but quickly recovered and returned to duty. His grace and wit during the dangerous incident 
caused his popularity to soar. 

Dealing skillfully with Congress, Reagan obtained legislation to stimulate economic growth, curb 
inflation, increase employment, and strengthen national defense. He embarked upon a course of 
cutting taxes and Government expenditures, refusing to deviate from it when the strengthening 
of defense forces led to a large deficit. 
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A renewal of national self-confidence by 1984 helped Reagan and 
Bush win a second term with an unprecedented number of 
electoral votes. Their victory turned away Democratic challengers 
Walter F. Mondale and Geraldine Ferraro. 

In 1986 Reagan obtained an overhaul of the income tax code, 
which eliminated many deductions and exempted millions of 
people with low incomes. At the end of his administration, the 
Nation was enjoying its longest recorded period of peacetime 
prosperity without recession or depression. 

In foreign policy, Reagan sought to achieve "peace through 
strength." During his two terms he increased defense spending 35 
percent, but sought to improve relations with the Soviet Union. In 

dramatic meetings with Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, he negotiated a treaty that would 
eliminate intermediate-range nuclear missiles. Reagan declared war against international 
terrorism, sending American bombers against Libya after evidence came out that Libya was 
involved in an attack on American soldiers in a West Berlin nightclub. 

By ordering naval escorts in the Persian Gulf, he maintained the free flow of oil during the Iran-
Iraq war. In keeping with the Reagan Doctrine, he gave support to anti-Communist insurgencies 
in Central America, Asia, and Africa. 

Overall, the Reagan years saw a restoration of prosperity, and the goal of peace through strength 
seemed to be within grasp. 

 

Additional Reagan Quotes 
CǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŜȄǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǉŀǎǎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 
children in the bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected, and handed on for them to do the 
same. 

Millions of individuals making their own decisions in the marketplace will always allocate 
resources better than any centralized government planning process 

Welfare's purpose should be to eliminate, as far as possible, the need for its own existence. 

We don't have a trillion-dollar debt because we haven't taxed enough; we have a trillion-dollar 
debt because we spend too much. 

General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, if you seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe, if you seek liberalization: Come here to this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, open this gate! 
Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall. 

I hope we have once again reminded people that man is not free unless government is limited. 
There's a clear cause and effect here that is as neat and predictable as a law of physics: as 
government expands, liberty contracts.
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Ten Cannot-ments 
1. You cannot bring prosperity by discouraging thrift. 

2. You cannot help small men by tearing down big men. 

3. You cannot strengthen the weak by weakening the strong. 

4. You cannot lift the wage earner by pulling down the wage payer. 

5. You cannot help the poor man by destroying the rich. 

6. You cannot keep out of trouble by spending more than your income. 

7. You cannot further brotherhood of men by inciting class hatred. 

8. You cannot establish security on borrowed money. 

9. You cannot build character and courage by taking away man's initiative and 

independence. 

10. You cannot help men permanently by doing for them what they could and should  

do for themselves. 

  
 

Conservative Principles 
(as articulated by the Mississippi Center for Public Policy) 

 

¶ Government exists to protect rights, not to create them. 

¶ The legitimate power of government begins and ends with the people, while its authority 

comes from the Creator. 

¶ Just because a problem exists doesn't mean government should try to solve it. 

¶ Long-term and cumulative consequences should be considered more carefully than 

short-term benefits. 

¶ Government has nothing to give anyone except what it first takes from someone else.  

¶ Individuals are ultimately responsible for governing themselves and for the 

consequences of their decisions. 

¶ Free enterprise, not government, is the engine of personal economic prosperity. 

¶ The free market should not be distorted by government-designed dictates or 

advantages. 

¶ Government has a responsibility to protect the foundational institution of society: the 

marriage-based, two-parent family. 

¶ Parents, not government, are ultimately responsible for the education and upbringing of 

their children.  
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The Republican Party - GOP History 
The Republican Party was born in the early 1850's by anti-slavery activists and individuals who 
believed that government should grant western lands to settlers free of charge. The first informal 
meeting of the party took place in Ripon, Wisconsin, a small town northwest of Milwaukee. The first 
official Republican meeting took place on July 6th, 1854 in Jackson, Michigan. The name "Republican" 
was chosen because it alluded to equality and reminded individuals of Thomas Jefferson's 
Democratic-Republican Party. At the Jackson convention, the new party adopted a platform and 
nominated candidates for office in Michigan. 

In 1856, the Republicans became a national party when John C. Fremont was nominated for 
President under the slogan: "Free soil, free labor, free speech, free men, Fremont." Even though they 
were considered a "third party" because the Democrats and Whigs represented the two-party 
system at the time, Fremont received 33% of the vote. Four years later, Abraham Lincoln became the 
first Republican to win the White House.  

The Civil War erupted in 1861 and lasted four grueling years. 
During the war, against the advice of his cabinet, Lincoln signed 
the Emancipation Proclamation that freed the slaves. The 
Republicans of the day worked to pass the Thirteenth 
Amendment, which outlawed slavery, the Fourteenth, which 
guaranteed equal protection under the laws, and the Fifteenth, 
which helped secure voting rights for African-Americans. 

The Republican Party also played a leading role in securing women the right to vote. In 1896, 
Republicans were the first major party to favor women's suffrage. When the 19th Amendment finally 
was added to the Constitution, 26 of 36 state legislatures that had voted to ratify it were under 
Republican control. The first woman elected to Congress was a Republican, Jeanette Rankin from 
Montana in 1917.  

Presidents during most of the late nineteenth century and the early part of the twentieth century 
were Republicans. The White House was in Republican hands under Presidents Eisenhower, Nixon, 
Ford, Reagan and Bush. Under the last two, Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush, the United States 
became the world's only superpower, winning the Cold War from the old Soviet Union and releasing 
millions from Communist oppression.  

Behind all the elected officials and the candidates of any political party are thousands of hard-
working staff and volunteers who raise money, lick the envelopes, and make the phone calls that 
every winning campaign must have. The national structure of our party starts with the Republican 
National Committee. Each state has its own Republican State Committee with a Chairman and staff. 
The Republican structure goes right down to the neighborhoods, where a Republican precinct 
captain every Election Day organizes Republican workers to get out the vote.  

Most states ask voters when they register to express party preference. Voters don't have to do so, 
but registration lists let the parties know exactly which voters they want to be sure vote on Election 
Day. Just because voters register as a Republican, they don't need to vote that way - many voters 
split their tickets, voting for candidates in both parties. But the national party is made up of all 
registered Republicans in all 50 states. They are the heart and soul of the party. Republicans have a 
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long and rich history with basic principles: Individuals, not government, can make the best decisions; 
all people are entitled to equal rights; and decisions are best made close to home.  

The symbol of the Republican Party is the elephant. During the mid term elections way back in 1874, 
Democrats tried to scare voters into thinking President Grant would seek to run for an 
unprecedented third term. Thomas Nast, a cartoonist for Harper's Weekly, depicted a Democratic 
jackass trying to scare a Republican elephant - and both symbols stuck. For a long time Republicans 
have been known as the "G.O.P." And party faithfuls thought it meant the "Grand Old Party." But 
apparently the original meaning (in 1875) was "gallant old party." And when automobiles were 
invented it also came to mean, "get out and push." That's still a pretty good slogan for Republicans 
who depend every campaign year on the hard work of hundreds of thousands of volunteers to get 
out and vote and push people to support the causes of the Republican Party. 
 

 
 

I am a Republican Because... 
 
I BELIEVE the strength of our nation lies with the individual and that 
each person's dignity, freedom, ability and responsibility must be 
honored. 
 

I BELIEVE in equal rights, equal justice and equal opportunity for all, 
regardless of race, creed, sex, age or disability. 
 

I BELIEVE free enterprise and encouraging individual initiative have brought this nation 
opportunity, economic growth and prosperity. 
 

I BELIEVE government must practice fiscal responsibility and allow individuals to keep more 
of the money they earn. 
 

I BELIEVE the proper role of government is to provide for the people only those critical 
functions that cannot be performed by individuals or private organizations and that the best 
government is that which governs least. 
 

I BELIEVE the most effective, responsible and responsive government is government closest 
to the people. 
 

I BELIEVE Americans must retain the principles that have made us strong while developing 
new and innovative ideas to meet the challenges of changing times. 
 

I BELIEVE Americans value and should preserve our national strength and pride while 
working to extend peace, freedom and human rights throughout the world. 
 

FINALLY, I believe the Republican Party is the best vehicle for translating these ideals into 
positive and successful principles of government. 
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Teen Age Republican Awards 
 

Each year the Teen Age Republicans present a number of awards at the Friday night banquet.  Some awards 
require an application to be submitted, while others are chosen at-large from those TARs present at Camp.  
Below is some information on the awards that are given out each year. 
 
Outstanding Female TAR ς Given to the female TAR that has made the greatest contribution to the Party and 
Organization in the last year. Additional information on the application process is located on the next page. 
 
Outstanding Male TAR ς Given to the male TAR that has made the greatest contribution to the Party and 
Organization in the last year. Additional information on the application process is located on the next page. 
 
Outstanding TAR Club ς Given to the TAR club that has made the greatest contribution to the Party and 
Organization in the last year. Additional information on the application process is located on the next page. 
 
Vern Larson (Camp Spirit) Award ς Given to the camper that best exemplifies the TAR spirit. Award winners 
should possess a positive mental attitude, a willingness to help others, and dedication to the TARs.  Campers 
may be nominated, but no application is submitted. 
 
Jim Abdnor (First-Year Camper) Award ς Given to the first-year camper that is considered most likely to 
have a significant impact on the Party and Organization over the course of their TAR career. Award winners 
receive a $100 scholarship to camp the next year.  Campers may be nominated, but no application is 
submitted. 
 
Alice Kundert (Exceptional Service) Award ς Given to the non-TAR that has significantly bettered the TARs 
through dedication and long-term contribution, or to someone that has made a particularly outstanding 
recent contribution.  The award is the most prestigious given by the TARs, is not normally given to an 
individual more than once, and is selected by the TAR executive board.   
 
 

 

AWARD NOMINATION FORM  
(any piece of paper may be used) 

 
Who are you nominating?            
 
For what award?   
 
Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Give your nominations to a counselor by noon on Thursday.   
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Outstanding TAR Awards 
 

Each applicant for an Outstanding TAR Award should write a short, but complete, letter outlining their involvement 
with TAR and Republican activities.  The ideal applicant would have a letter containing much of the information listed 
below, complimented by a scrapbook.  Applications are due to Samantha Walder by noon on Friday. 
 

Outstanding Male or Female TAR 
1. Basic Information 

¶ Name of TAR Club and geographic area it serves 

¶ Length of involvement in TARs 

¶ Number of TAR Days and TAR Camps attended  
2. TAR Offices Held 

¶ State or local TAR offices held 

¶ Special accomplishments in those offices 
3. Political Participation 

¶ Campaigns involved in 

¶ Type of campaign work done, how often, and how much 

¶ Involvement with Get-Out-the-Vote efforts 
4. TAR Growth 

¶ Number of TARs personally recruited 

¶ Participation in recruitment efforts 

¶ Assistance with starting new TAR clubs 
5. Club Activity 

¶ Involvement and leadership roles in TAR fundraising, public relations, community service, and other 
activities 

6. Other Involvement 

¶ Participation in TAR Leadership Conference and other educational opportunities 

¶ Awards or honors received 
 

Outstanding TAR Club 
1. Basic Information 

¶ Name of TAR Club and geographic area it serves 

¶ Frequency and location of meetings  
2. Membership 

¶ List of current members  

¶ Number of members last year 

¶ Recruitment programs 
3. Political Participation 

¶ Campaigns involved in and type of campaign work done, including how often and how much 

¶ Involvement with Get-Out-the-Vote efforts 
4. Other Club Activity 

¶ List social programs held in the last year 

¶ List community service programs held in the last year 

¶ List educational programs held in the last year 

¶ List club publicity efforts (press releases, newsletters, etc.) 
5. State and National Participation 

¶ Number of TARs attending TAR Days, TAR Camp, TAR Leadership Conference 

¶ Number of TARs participating in other state or national political opportunities 

¶ Awards or honors received 
6. Documentation ς an application is strengthened by the inclusion of attachments, like newsletters, minutes 

of meetings, publicity materials, etc.    
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Conservative Journalism Award 
Awarded by Dave and Bonnie Omdahl 

 
The  Conservative Journalism Award seeks to encourage conservative ideals and factual reporting.  The 
$300 cash award is open to former TARs that are 25 years old or younger.  Applications must contain 
two components: 

1. Application Cover Letter ς ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
apply for the award, as well as the applicants name, email address, telephone numbers, postal 
address.  The letter should also contain a brief description of their past participation in the Teen 
Age Republicans. 

2. Articles or Letters ς At least two, but no more than six articles or letters to the editor of at least 
200 words in length on a conservative issue, ideal or in defense of a conservative candidate.  The 
articles or letters may have been published in any legitimate newspaper or journal, including 
college or military publications. 

 
The essays will be judged on conservative theme, factual basis, organization and conciseness, 
effectiveness of argument, and reliability of sources.  The coversheet and all articles should be sent as 
part of a single package to Bonnie and Dave Omdahl , P.O. Box 88235 Sioux Falls, SD, 57109.  Entries 
should be received by May 30th of each year.  The award will be given by June 30th and recipient will 
also be recognized (attendance not necessary) at TAR Leadership Camp.  Questions can be directed to 
TAR Advisor Dusty Johnson at (605) 280-5511 or at stateadvisor@sdtars.com. 

 
 

Conservative Ideals Award 
Awarded by Dave and Bonnie Omdahl 

 
The  Conservative Ideals Award seeks to encourage young people to thoughtfully consider and embrace 
conservative ideals.  This $300 cash award is presented during the Teen Age Republican Leadership 
Camp held each summer in the Black Hills.  Applications are judged anonymously and must contain three 
components: 

1. Application Coversheet ς Containing the applicants name, email address, telephone numbers, 

and postal address. 

2. Values Essay ς A short essay (200 ς 1000 words) examining a conservative position or a plank of 

the Republican Party, and 

3. Involvement Essay ς A short essay (200 ς 500 words) describing what the applicant intends to do 

to stay involved in politics and make a difference in the Republican Party. 

The essays will be judged on conservative theme, organization, and reasoning and should not contain 
ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΣ ŀǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƛǎ ŘƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΦ  
Entries may be typed or handwritten but must be received by noon on the Wednesday of TAR 
Leadership Camp.  Questions or completed applications should be directed to TAR Advisor Dusty 
Johnson at PO Box 1099, Pierre, SD 57501 or at stateadvisor@sdtars.com. 
 

mailto:stateadvisor@sdtars.com
mailto:stateadvisor@sdtars.com
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www.sdtars.com 
or contact 605-881-7381, samantha@sdtars.com 

 

TARs in Action  
SEPTE MB ER 2010  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Event Highlights 
 

× Grassroots Politics  
× Fun, games, activities 
× Invited: 

o U.S. Senator John Thune 
o Governor Mike Rounds 
o Other political leaders from across the state 

 

× ¸ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ƛǘΗ 

SD Teen Age Republicans ς  
Making a difference has never been so much fun! 

 

http://www.sdtars.com/

